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Reauthorization of SRSCA in the President's 2012 Budget Proposal
February 14, 2011 - Today President Obama released his 2012 budget proposal and we are pleased that it calls for renewing the contract between the federal government and America's rural forest counties by reauthorizing the Secure Rural Schools and Communities Act.  The Secure Rural Schools and Communities Act (SRSCA) was passed in 1999 to replace lost federal county and school revenues as a result of dramatically declining timber harvests on national forest lands.  Since the passage of SRSCA forest counties have been able to continue vital public services including health care, search and rescue, and road and bridge maintenance.  Rural school districts have annually provided quality education services to more than 9 million children using SRSCA funding.

Jim French, President of the National Forest Counties and Schools Coalition said, "We deeply appreciate the action of the Obama administration today and call upon Congress to work closely with the Administration to extend the Secure Rural Schools and Communities Act.  According to Marc Kelley, the Coordinator of the Partnership for Rural America Campaign, an initiative of the National Forest Counties and Schools Coalition, "the President's budget recognizes the extra ordinarily difficult and challenging fiscal times that rural forest counties and schools are facing."  Kelley added, "That by his action the President is re-affirming the contract the federal government has with rural America - a contract initiated when this country established the National Forest System in the early 1900's.

NFCSC President Jim French said, "The efforts and energy of citizens, counties and school districts in forest counties in 41 states are focused on achieving a multi-year reauthorization of the Secure Rural Schools and Communities Act.   French said that these are the counties hardest hit by the great recession, many of whom are still suffering under 16-20% unemployment rates.  For citizens in these counties long-term reauthorization of SRSCA is an absolute necessity if they are to be able to sustain vital public services and quality education."

The President's budget calls for a five year reauthorization of the Secure Rural Schools and Communities Act, with the 2012 year funded at $328 million and ramping down to zero over five years.  The National Forest Counties and Schools Coalition (NFCSC) has called for an 8 to 10 year extension of the Secure Rural Schools and Communities Act at level funding.  According to Bob Douglas, Executive Director of the NFCSC, "the President's budget proposal, while short of what we had hoped to see, does re-invigorate and focus the conversation rural America must have with Congress and the Administration about the future of our forested rural communities.  Clearly we must continue to remind the Administration and Congress about their obligation to maintain the contract between the federal government and rural America made in 1908, when we established our national forests.
NFCSC President Jim French pointed out that the impact of the Secure Rural Schools Act goes far beyond counties and schools.  Title II of SRSCA established Resource Advisory Committee (RAC's) on participating national forests across America.  These diverse 15 person committees of local citizens have since the inception of the Act invested over $500 million in forest restoration, wildfire reduction, and wildlife habitat and watershed restoration projects.  At a time when our national forests have been handcuffed by gridlock over 6000 projects have been completed without litigation or appeals.  These projects have and continue to provide thousands of jobs in the forest counties of America.

For more information about the National Forest Counties and Schools Coalition, please visit our website or the website of the Partnership for Rural America Campaign.
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