National Forest Counties and Schools Coalition

Congressional Briefing Summary
1. National Forest Counties and School Coalition

· 1100 organizations in 37 states

· Labor, Business and Industry, Schools, County Government, Forest User Groups, Local Chambers of Commerce

· Organized in 1999 around a set of Principles

2. Public Law 106-393 – Secure Rural Schools and Communities Stabilization Act of 2000

· Lead Authors – Senators Larry Craig and Ron Wyden (Senate) and Congressmen Allen Boyd and Nathan Deal (House)

· Restored historical support for counties for rural roads and schools

· 780 Forest Counties/4400 School Districts
· Title I fulfills "Compact with Rural Counties" established in 1908 to mitigate for tying up acreage in forest reserves (National Forests)

· 1908 Act was a "revenue sharing" mitigation mechanism, a mitigation for removing these lands from private economic development

· 1986-1999 Actual Receipt decline led to PL 106-393 enactment

· Actual Receipts are still declining - now 85% decline since 1986
3. Impacts of Title I - County Roads and Schools Safety Net
· Forest County schools program restored - devastating impact if not reauthorized
· Snow removal, road and bridge maintenance restored – general purpose revenue for O&C

4. Title II Projects on National Forests - Improving Forest and Community Health
· 70 Resource Advisory Committees

· Reducing gridlock by building local capacity for consensus on natural resource issues

· Forest health and restoration projects completed - leveraged with HFRA funding
· Employment Generation – social and economic stability contribution to local communities

· Leveraged with National Fire Plan and Healthy Forest Restoration Act Funds, as well as other state and private sources (30% leveraged in 2004)
5. Title III – County Projects on Federal and County Lands
· Search and Rescue – emergency services on federal lands

· Forest Related Education

· Conservation Easements

· Fire Prevention Planning

6. PL 106-393 Expires in 2006

· Reauthorization of County Payments Legislation must be targeted for enactment in the next Congress.  Support HR 17 and S 380.
· Stable and adequate county payments with a continuing connection to forest management as a first source of support revenue is a goal of the Coalition (reduced reliance on Treasury funds).
· Expansion of highly successful Title II Resource Advisory Committees as a tool for building long-term sustainable forest management across the nation is also a key goal of the Coalition.
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